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Rowland Evans and RObert Novak

On the Way to Vlctdry

KANSAS CITY-——PreS\dent Rea-
gan's deft touch in killing the age issue
as the last visible impediment to beat-
ing Walter Mondale proved the ef-
ficacy of Secretary of State George
. Shultz’s advice during last week’s
prepping session:
stinct, Mr. President.”

.While Reagan followed “his instinct,
_ Mondale attempted the improbable: to =

portray himself as a more knowledge-

able and reliable nuclear commander in

chief and a stronger leader than Ronald
Reagan, a reversal of perceived roles
that . seemed highly unlikely to sway
many voters at this late date.

Reagan's instinct was to turn the age

issue on its head in a witty, unrehearsed -

disavowal of intent to use it in reverse
against Mondale. Reagan pollster Rich-
ard Wirthlin's computerized focus group
of representative voters shot back a
stunningly favorable “trace,” or reac-
tion, ‘that one” Reagan campaxgn aide
told us “went right off the charts.””

That killed the last realistic pros-~.

pect of a Mondale miracle on Nov. 6 -

and showed that non-politician Shultz.

" at jeast, understood that Reagan sin-. -

stinct has xnﬁmtely mare value than all
* those statistics stuffed into his head
_ for the disastrous Oct. 7 debate. .

"It also exposed the deadly flaw in'the -
_ latter stages.of the’ Mondale campaign:
. tie Reagan’s dlleged recklessness on the: -

'nuclearwarmetolgnoranoeandse

" nility, That is a switch from earlier ef- -
) forts that sought to endow Reagan v«ﬂt.lgx
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“Follow your in- .

the dangerous warmongering proclivi-
ties of Attila the Hun. The charge of
playing fast and Joose with nuclear war
remains; its rationale has switched to
competence, . a quality that Mondale
claimed as his alone in his effort to su-

‘persede Reagan as the tough-mmded N
" commander in chief, -

Mmdalesmtenttokee;pﬂ;eprmn'e'

on this issue was dramatized at his post-

debate rally in the Muehlebach Hotel He
ridiculed Reagan, accusing him of being

* stupid enough to believe that naval com-

manders could press the recall button for
a2 su i nuclear-tipped
missile and that “it would back up.”
Minutes later, Barry Carter, one of
Mondale’s principal debate briefers, car-
ried the theme further. With a straight
face, he told reporters that he was genu-
mely “frightened” by Reagan’s alleged
ignorance of weapons and warfare. Al
though that theme would now seem ob-
solete in view of Reagan’s disposal of the

-age or senility issue, just as Reagan ear-
lier disposed of the warmonger issue, *
Mondalehasfasbmedhxsmmpmgnmaf

way that Jeaves him little else,
The early promise- ghmpsed by

‘some Democratic politicians in the un-

precedented tax-increase proposal

. Mondale unveiled in his acceptance
“speech proved too illusory. Such a bur-
den has it become that Fritz Mondale

seldom mentions his tax package any-
more. Most Democratic congressional

candidates have begged him to drop it. -
+ . His electrifying choice of Rep. Geral-::

R

‘.

‘&eme,ﬂ\eveysarmxsue,mwdrm@
in different clothes, that]xmmy

. atmosphere for missile defense. Proppmg-

dine Ferraro has also failed to meet a;w
lier expectations. Reagan’ praised riin-
ning mate George Bush Sunday’ mght;‘
Mondale ignored Ferraro, a -curious”
onuss:ontfhefeelssbexsshonngupthe“
Mondale-Fetramndtct. ; g

“That leaves . the* mdar-ladexshsp

used with utter futility against Reaganiii
1980. W)utesteduefofs&zﬁjamé
A.Bakm’lﬂwamedﬁxepr(sdmtanmf
week that he would be facing “a mean®
Mondale” here. He was proved correct>
Mondale ridiculed Reagan's leadership;:
charging presidential culpability on _the
terronist bombings in Lebanon, on

malfeasance m Nicaragua and on nu

‘holocaust as a likely product of using the

.'1gnomceand,bel'xmdthat.thespecta"

_ naryrebuttal.quomgMondaleashav"‘
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up the charges was. alleged presidental”

Ofwﬂuy *)"n
‘The White House alarm systemhad,

" been turned on. Reaganusedlmregxﬂz& ‘
Saturday radio, broadcast for a prelimi-: |

ing said after the Soviet invasion of K¥~'
ghanistan' in -1979: “It ‘just baffles ‘o’
why the Soviets these last few vears:bes:
haved as they have. And why do they
have to build up all those arms?” ..
But the coup de grace came here
when the president followed His in-
stinct and slew the dragon of 4ge..
When- that happened, Mondale s ‘last
chance seemed to disappear.-#i:” i;f::
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